POST HONOR GUARD
REMEMBERS OUR FALLEN
ON MEMORIAL DAY
PICTURED: VFW POST 10818 COLOR SGT, TODD SMRZ,
LEADING THE HONOR GUARD FOR MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES

OUR MISSION
TO FOSTER CAMARADERIE AMONG UNITED STATES VETERANS OF OVERSEAS
CONFLICTS. TO SERVE OUR VETERANS, THE MILITARY AND OUR COMMUNITIES. TO
ADVOCATE ON BEHALF OF ALL VETERANS.

OUR VISION

VFW Veterans Voice magazine is the official
publication of the VETERANS OF FOREIGN
WARS OF THE UNITED STATES POST 10818

ENSURE THAT VETERANS ARE RESPECTED FOR THEIR SERVICE, ALWAYS RECEIVE
THEIR EARNED ENTITLEMENTS, AND ARE RECOGNIZED FOR THE SACRIFICES THEY
AND THEIR LOVED ONES HAVE MADE ON BEHALF OF THIS GREAT COUNTRY.

The VFW is a dynamic United States combat veterans organization that serves, advocates and
fosters camaraderie for ALL veterans, service members, their families and our community. The
VFW harnesses its recognized authority, experience and resources to deliver comprehensive
financial, educational, health and well-being programs and services at every stage of the
veteran’s military and civilian life.

Jr Vice Cmdr Surgeon
Jasen Pomroy Ben Anderson
715-377-6307 715-245-6281

Service Officer
Ben Anderson
715-245-6281

310 W N SHORE DRIVE
NEW RICHMOND, WI 54017

SUBMISSIONS
Submissions for the VFW Veterans Voice may be
submitted by email to: admin@vfwpost10818.org no
later than the 25th of the month. If pictures are included,
please provide names of all in the photo.

PHONE: 715-246-0226
EMAIL: ADMIN@VFWPOST10818.ORG

CONTACT THE COMMANDER

PUBLICATION AWARDS

You can contact me by email at:
commander@vfwpost10818.org or by cell phone at:
715-928-3606. If calling during the day, you may have
to leave a voicemail as I do not have my phone while
working. You can also text. I will try to answer as soon
as I can after work.

-1st Place 2019 Wisconsin VFW Publications Contest
-1st Place 2019 National VFW Publications Contest
-1st Place 2018 Wisconsin VFW Publications Contest
-3rd Place 2018 National VFW Publications Contest
-1st Place2017 Wisconsin VFW Publications Contest
-2nd Place2017 National VFW Publications Contest
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MONTHLY MEETINGS

To ensure national security
through maximum military strength.
To speed the rehabilitation
of the nation’s disabled and needy veterans.
To assist the widows and orphans
and the de pen dents of disabled and needy veterans.
To promote Americanism through education in
patriotism and constructive service to the communities
in which we live.

ADDRESS CHANGE
Whenever you move or have a change of address,
please drop us a line at 715.246.0226 or shoot us an
email at admin@vfwpost10818.org. Every time we get
a Post magazine returned by the U.S. Postal Service
because NO change of address was filed, the Post gets
charged for the return postage. If you would prefer to
receive your magazine by e-mail, let us know and we
can get you on our e-mail distribution list. Please help
us - we don’t want to waste money.

Every month our Post has a monthly membership meeting. This meeting is for YOU, our
members, to find out the latest and greatest of what your officers are doing, volunteer
opportunities, voice your concern about veterans issues, vote on new projects and ideas, and to
tell us what you want out of your membership and the VFW. Share your ideas on how to improve
your Post and get the most out of your membership. It is also a great opportunity to connect with
friends and meet other veterans with similar goals.
When: 3rd Tuesday of every month
Time: 6 PM - Social Hour 7 PM - Meeting starts
Location: New Richmond Civic Center - 156 East 1st St, New Richmond, WI 54017
(located in the downstairs of the Civic Center)

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.VFWPOST10818.ORG

NEED HELP? VETERANS CRISIS LINE: 1-800-273-8255

COMMAND POST

FROM THE ALL-AMERICAN COMMANDER

Greeting comrades. As our VFW
year comes to a close, I can’t help
but look back at all the great
things the members of this post
has done in the last few years.
Our membership has grown to over
400 members. We’ve put in more
and more hours of community
service than any other time in the
history of our Post. We’re
becoming more and more
community oriented and
continuing to stick to the ethos of
the VFW.
COMMANDER
RON RAMOS

One of the things I’m most proud
of as my time as Commander has
been our increase in youth
scholarship participants and the outstanding support of our
members to ensure our winners are properly awarded. While we
have hit a few bumps in the road with these programs, we have
achieved 100% participation in all three competitions (Patriots Pen,
Voice of Democracy, and Teacher of the Year). These programs hold
a special place in my heart as one of our missions is to support our
youth as they are our future. To see the level of writing skills in
these entries are a testament to the wonderful teachers throughout
our county and to the parents of these students who are instilling a
sense of patriotism for our country. I look forward to watching its
growth in the coming years.
I’d like to give a round of applause to ALL of our members who
have put in countless hours of volunteer time within our
community. For the 11th year in a row, our Post will be awarded
with the National Outstanding Community Service Award. This
award is only awarded to two VFW Posts in the state of Wisconsin. I
firmly believe that we are one of the examples to follow when it
comes to community service and this award proves just that. Great
job everyone!
Membership is slowly creeping to 100%. We have until the end of
June to make it and and make it we shall. We are only about 14
members away from reaching 100% in membership for the third
year in a row. I will be going on another calling spree to get
renewals in so if you’re still due for the year, expect a call from me.
WE WILL MAKE IT! We’ve done a fantastic job of recruiting this
year. A total of 21 new members have joined our ranks and we’re
happy to have them on board. 21 members is 60% of all new
members in the entirety of District 9. We should all be proud of that
great accomplishment.

Congrats comrades and I look forward to working with you all to
accomplish your goals for the year.
Just as an update on the status of the Post opening, in-person
meetings, etc., the incoming officers are monitoring the situation
within the County and State and are following recommended
guidelines from the CDC. At this point in time, we will remain
closed and have virtual meetings until the officers feel it is safe
enough to go back to normal. Please keep in mind that our
demographic has a large percentage of “at-risk” individuals and
we’d like to mitigate the spread to these members as much as
possible. Please be on the look out for any change that may come
out.
I’d like to that our members for electing me as Commander for the
last two years and allowing me to lead our Post into a new future.
We had some bumps in the road along the way but we’ve also had
MANY, MANY successes. We’ve welcomed technology into our Post
and I can proudly say we are operating in our current century. I’m
very proud of the work you all have done from serving food at Fun
Fest, to recruiting, to earning All-American, and improving the lives
of our veterans and service members. One of my favorite memories
has been supporting our adopted units: 652nd En Co and Bravo
Company, New Richmond. Being there for those troops is our
obligation and I couldn’t be more proud of the work we’ve done to
support them and their families.
My officers for the past two years have put up with a lot and I’m
definitely not the easiest to work with. Like most Marines, I’m
pretty stubborn but I appreciate all the patience my officers had
with working with me on ideas I’ve wanted to implement or try.
Thank you to my Quartermaster Mitch Cline. He’s been my right
hand guy for two years and I couldn’t ask for a better
Quartermaster, friend, mentor, and “dad”. From traveling to
conventions, the National Home for Children, and running events,
you’ve been there to support me every step of the way. THANK
YOU!
I’m glad to say the Post will be in some very capable hands and I
look forward to the great things this prestigious Post of ours will do
in the coming year. Thank you everyone for working with me and
allowing me to serve you. It’s been a fantastic ride and you should
all be proud of the work you’ve done. I will continue to serve the
Post and will be serving as District 9 Jr Vice Commander in the
upcoming year.
Happy Fathers Day to all of the dad’s out there!

Last month we held our elections and I’m very proud of the team
that will be leading us in the 2020-2021 year. Congratulations to all
of the incoming officers. They will officially take the reins after June
13th when new State Commander Jason Johns is installed into
office. Your officers for the 2020-2021 year are:
Commander: Greg Veldhouse
Sr Vice Cdr: Jeff Rusinko
Jr Vice Cdr: Brian Haglund
Quartermaster: Mitch Cline
Chaplain: Mel Zehm
Trustee 3-year: Dave Sharrets
Judge Advocate: Dave Green
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CHAPLAINS TALK

MEL ZEHM

At some point in our life, we have been allowed to
mourn greatly. We know this is as a given fact as
living and dying itself. Our life ticket will be
punched one day, and there will be mourning and
celebrating for each of us. Many of us have
mourned over the loss of a comrade friend, a battle
buddy, or family member. We’ve seen the darkness
of loss up close, and that memories have their
wicked way of pestering us. We also have an
opportunity to use our experiences for the help of
others that are hurting. One of the benefits of this
organization is looking at the person you’re talking
to and knowing that they too put their very life in
dangers way, just like us. We know what it’s like to
give it all up for our Na4on’s Cause. The scars can
be so deep, but we continue on. Oh, how sobering!
As I’m writing this article, I recount the life of
someone who also willingly gave it all up so that
we can make the decisions we do. This week we are
celebrating the crucifixion, death, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ, who lived among us, died among
us, and was resurrected among us. He alone did
something for us that no one else has done, all for
the good of His creation. In our second article on
the beatitudes listed in Ma^hew 5:4, we are given a
stark reality and reason for rejoicing. It says,
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted.” As the second blessing, Jesus is talking
about mourning for specific reasons that apply
directly to our experiences. You see, the world likes
to be golly, successful, neat, and proper. But the
reality is that the world is a be^er place because of
the sacrifice of many others. We have mourned
over losses, but the mourning

listed here speaks of how God mourns over a
wicked and dark sin-filled culture. Christians
realize that death is real, that Jesus will be either
our Savior or Judge. It pains Him, but also gives us
reason for hope and joy. The second part of verse 4
states “for they will be comforted”, meaning that
He will make everything right. The comfort he’s
talking about is ridding this world of pain.
This precept is foundational to our organization in
that we oftentimes have been unsettled about the
mission given us. Our mission today is to
remember the past, but look forward to the future.
We have an exceptional future ahead of us to rest
our hope in. It is a future that should shake us up
towards realizing the goal is within reach. The
founders of our organization used this to reflect on
what General Douglas MacArthur once stated that
“the soldier, above all other people, prays for
peace, for he must suffer and bear the deepest
wounds and scars of war.” The reason we embrace
this is for the best of our Na4on, our kids, and
grandkids. It is also for the best for us. Don’t forget
that our best days are ahead of us. In Revelation
21:4, it says “There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things will have passed away.” Each morning gives
us reason to understand mourning. We need to
keep an eye on the real prize though, that is a day
without mourning.

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

MOURNING FOR MORNING, LIVING FOR DYING

VETERANS &
FAMILIES IN
NEED & ON
SICK CALL
- John Heulling

If you would like a name
added or removed from the
list, please let me know.

Please remember to
pray for our comrades &
their families & any we
may have missed.

God Bless You all!

For the sick and infected: God, heal and help. Sustain bodies and spirits. Contain the spread of infection.
For our vulnerable populations: God, protect our elderly and those suffering from chronic disease.
For our first responders, medical personnel, and workers who are vital to keep the nation moving: give them the strength and
protection to continue to help others while risking their own lives.
For the young and the strong: God, give them the necessary caution to keep them from unwittingly spreading this disease. Inspire
them to help.
For our scientific community, leading the charge to understand the disease and communicate its gravity: God, give them
knowledge, wisdom, and a persuasive voice.

QUARTERMASTERS CORNER

MITCH CLINE

Follow Veterans,
This year has brought new challenges that we have never faced before. As we, the leadership of the post, continue to be vigilant we will come
through this.
We still have our summer fundraisers that we need to plan for. Until we hear otherwise, hopefully not we will continue to work on those
fundraisers. We must now more than ever control costs. If the post needs any supplies please let me know, so I can go and get them. Do not
purchase anything for the post on your own. If you purchase something on you own you may not get reimbursed.
If you have any questions or comments please let me know.
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SURGEON & SERVICE OFFICER: BEN ANDERSON
A MESSAGE ON COVID-19 FROM STATE
SURGEON ADAM WALLACE
Comrades,
I am writing this to inform you of some
important facts and precautions that should be
taken during the time of this global pandemic.
Please forward and share this email with all of
your VFW members.
First and foremost, I encourage everyone to
visit cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
index.html to read CDC’s recommendations
and to stay up to date on information about
COVID-19. Also for Wisconsin specific
information, please visit dhs.wisconsin.gov/
covid-19/index.htm for further information
and updates.
What is COVID-19? COVID-19 (commonly
referred to as the coronavirus) is a viral
respiratory illness. According to the CDC, it is
spread between individuals who are in close
contact with one another (within 6 feet). The
symptoms of COVID-19 are fever, coughing,
and shortness of breath.
Who is most at risk? According to the CDC,
the people with a higher risk of getting
severely ill from COVID-19 are older adults,
specifically those over the age of 60. People
with serious chronic medical conditions like
heart disease, diabetes, and lung disease are
also at higher risk. A majority of the Wisconsin
VFW population fits into the highest risk
category of serious illness from COVID-19,
which is why I recommend an abundance of
caution be taken to protect all of our members.
Mass Gatherings: Current recommendations
from the Wisconsin Department of Health
Services (DHS) states that mass gatherings of
250 people or more should be canceled. Many
VFW Posts across the state hold gatherings this
size, especially during this time of the year as
spring is approaching. I encourage all Posts to
adhere to Wisconsin DHS recommendations.
As for large gatherings of fewer than 250
people, WI DHS recommends you consider the
importance of the event. Does it provide an
essential service? Is it necessary for the public?
What negative consequences are there if the
event does not take place? WI DHS also
recommends that you consider the risks to
participants. Are those with the highest risk of
getting seriously ill participating? Will people
be in close physical proximity to one another?
How long will people be in contact with each
other?

Post Meetings: The most important
consideration before attending a Post meeting
is to stay at home if you are ill. When holding
Post meetings, personal hygiene should be
your utmost priority. It is recommended that
you stay out of the CDC defined close contact
range of 6 feet from other members to avoid
any potential spread of asymptomatic
individuals. These measures could include
having tables or chairs spread out as far as
needed in your meeting place. Also at
meetings, and in general, you should avoid
handshakes and personal contact with your
comrades. Please consider using Zoom or
Skype (video-conferencing) in accordance with
the National By-Laws so Post members can
attend meetings remotely.
Sanitizing: A Princeton University study found
that COVID-19 can last up to 3 days on plastic
and stainless steel. This means that sanitizing
common areas of VFW Posts and members’
homes is essential. CDC recommends
household bleach solutions, alcohol solutions
of at least 70% and most EPA registered
household disinfectants to disinfect areas,
items, and surfaces.
Personal Hygiene: Now more than ever,
members should be practicing the best
personal hygiene techniques. The simple and
most basic way to do that is hand washing.
Wash your hands with soap and warm water for
20 seconds (sing the Happy Birthday song)! You
should be washing your hands or using
alcohol-based hand sanitizer as often as
possible. If you have to cough or sneeze, do it
into a tissue and throw it away, or if none are
available, look away and do it into the crease of
your elbow. If you have a chronic cough or
sneeze, wear a protective mask if available.
Avoid touching your face with unwashed
hands.
I am publishing this to help spread information
to Wisconsin VFW members and loved ones.
This information is updated daily as doctors
and scientists discover more about the
coronavirus. Please visit and monitor the
websites above for more detailed information.
As with any health matter, please consult your
doctor with any personal medical concerns. I
wish you all health and happiness through this
tough time.

SERVICE OFFICER
This word is closely guarded by all men
and women who have donned the
uniform. Not only is it a essential part
of our Core Values as brothers and
sisters at arms, but it is also the lifeblood of who we are. The theme for this
year's Veterans Day Poster was
"Service." We all dedicated our lives to
this great country, and to each other
during our tenure in the military.
However, we carry this duty forward
and beyond the call to action
throughout our daily lives. Veterans
continue to "Service" this country in
many ways. Veterans are active within
the community, and we take the
lessons we have learned and
experiences gained forward to help
strengthen our community.
I encourage you all to continue this
great work we have embarked in, as the
days continue to shorten. While we
served, we all had to figure out how to
condense time. We adapted and
overcame obstacles. We can always do
more, and we have consistently shown
the ability to do so. Ask yourself what
else you can do to make your
community better. I think it is an
important trait to never be satisfied
with where you are at, to strive to be
better.
As we celebrate this holiday season,
remember to keep " Service" close by.
Many Veterans continue to struggle,
and can use our support. Veterans are
also proud people as well, and aren't
accustomed to asking for help. We need
to be cognizant of this and ask them
how we can help. There are many of us
who want to help, and there are also
many in need of help. If we ask the
tough questions, we can ensure no one
gets left behind.
Use the resources available to you, as
there are many out there. We are all in
this together, and no one should have
to go through a winter, cold, hungry, or
in any other need. If you need
assistance, contact me at 715-245-6281
or
email
me
at
andersonbenji4@gmail.com. I can
help point you in the right direction.

Your Comrade,
Adam Wallace
State Surgeon
Department of Wisconsin VFW
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VFW AUXILIARY

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Memo from National SecretaryTreasurer Ann Panteleakos
VFW Auxiliary Members,
Please see the memo from National SecretaryTreasurer Ann Panteleakos regarding meetings
and the business of the Organization in relation
to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) below.

UNWAVERING SUPPORT FOR
UNCOMMON HEROES
PRESIDENT
JEN DONAGHUE

This memo was sent to Officers of local
Auxiliaries, Districts, County Councils and Departments.
Please contact your corresponding President, Secretary or
Treasurer with any questions you may have regarding the
information below.
Communication is key!
As you know Coronavirus has hit all 50 states. The severity varies from state to state. We sent out an
email to Department Presidents and Secretaries to share with Auxiliaries about conducting Auxiliary
business. Now we are following that up with some guidelines that can be used by all for a longer period
of time.

OUR OFFICERS
President Secretary
Jen Donaghue Gayle House
715-222-9868 651-770-6429
Sr Vice Chaplain
Rhonda Rimarcik Wanda Viellieux
715-246-4334 715-246-6867
Jr Vice Guard
Kathy Berends Pat Cunningham
715-246-4843 715-246-3598
Treasurer Conductress
Karen Cline Kerri Casey
715-381-6567 715-377-6860
Patriotic Ins.
To Be Appointed

A) If you can hold your April meeting, nominate and elect Officers and Delegates please do so. You can
also install at this meeting if you would like. (Be proactive)
B) If you need to cancel your April meeting but can have your May meeting, you can nominate, elect and
install in May.
C) If you can't meet in April or May you have two choices:
1. Per order of the National President, if your Auxiliary agrees, you can have a virtual meeting
without having 5 members in one location. You must have a quorum to hold the meeting, but the
members can be in different locations. You must make every effort to notify your members of this
meeting change.
2. Your current Officers will remain in office until the virus is clear and you may then have your
elections at that time.
D) If your Post home is closed, you can meet elsewhere i.e. someone’s house. Since we are being
warned about large gatherings, some could attend in person with others by phone or Skype, whatever
is available to you. Or you can postpone until the Post is open and you can hold your meeting there. We
will not put you on suspension for not electing or installing Officers, or for not holding 10 meetings this
year due to the virus.
E) Don't stress over deadlines. If your audit is late because you can't get the members together to do
this, then it's late. If your previous 3 audits are in, we are asking Departments not to penalize them for
voting at the Department Convention. We need to be flexible at this time.
This is an unprecedented time in our country and in our world. We need to remember to be flexible, kind
and above all, safe and healthy.
The VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters office will be closed Monday, March 23 – Friday, April 3. We
plan to reopen Monday, April 6. We will be doing most of our work remotely.
If you need any assistance please email info@vfwauxiliary.org and someone will get back to you
as soon as possible.
As more information is made available to us we will keep you informed. Thank you for your
understanding and patience.

CONTACT US
You can contact us by email at:
auxiliaryvfw10818@gmail.com

WHAT IS THE VFW AUXILIARY?
Established 1914, members of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
States Auxiliary set out to serve the
veterans of this country and our
communities in honor of the sacrifices and
commitment of every man and woman
who has served in uniform.
Through our National Programs, we assist
the VFW pass or block legislation that
impacts veterans and their families,
provide nearly a million volunteer hours
in the VA medical system, conduct
patriotic programs with thousands of
students and offer hundreds of thousands
of dollars in scholarships for our nation’s
youth.

MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Every month our Auxiliary holds a
monthly membership meeting to inform
our members what is going on with their
Auxiliary. This is your time to vote on
projects and make this Auxiliary your
own.
When: 3rd Tuesday of every month
Time: 6:30 PM
Location: New Richmond Civic Center
156 East 1st St
New Richmond, WI 54017
(located in the downstairs of the Civic
Center)
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VETERANS LEGISLATURE AND NATIONAL NEWS
Veteran Employment Bill
Introduced:

VA Resumes In-Person C&P
Examinations in Some Locations:

Congressional leaders introduced the VFW-supported
bipartisan, bicameral bill to help curb veteran unemployment
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Reps. Phil Roe, M.D. (R-TN),
and Mike Levin (D-CA), along with their colleagues Sens. Jerry
Moran (R-KS), and Jon Tester (D-MT) introduced the Veterans
Economic Recovery Act of 2020, which would provide much
needed support for veterans who recently lost their jobs due to
the pandemic. This proposal would offer eligible veterans one
year of Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits to be used at approved high
demand programs to get them back into the workforce as
quickly as possible. The VFW applauds our congressional
leaders for swiftly introducing this legislation to help curb
unemployment among veterans.

VA has announced that it will resume in-person compensation and
pension (C&P) examinations at 20 locations across the U.S. VA will
continue to conduct telehealth examinations at locations where inperson exams have not yet resumed. If you live in one of the locations
where in-person appointments have resumed, but you are unable to
make your appointment or do not feel comfortable with an in- person
C&P exam, please contact your service officer to reschedule.

New DOD Web Tool
Launched for Families with
Special Needs:
The DOD Office of Special Needs, and Military OneSource
launched a new digital tool to guide families in The
Exceptional Family Member Program (EFMP). Using this tool,
EFMP & Me, families can learn about support services to
prepare for a move or deployment, respond to changes in
education or medical needs, and adjust to new life situations.
Support is available from EFMP on installations and through
the Military OneSource network, which provides 24/7 support
to service members and families anywhere in the world. You
can contact Military OneSource at 800.342.9647

National Guard COVID-19
Pandemic Deployment
Extended:
The Trump administration is extending the federal
deployment of over 40,000 National Guard troops aiding
COVID-19 pandemic relief efforts, reversing plans for an
earlier cutoff following bipartisan backlash and pressure from
top defense officials. The federal government will now keep
funding Guard troops through mid-August. The administration
was previously planning to terminate the deployment on June
24 — one day before thousands of Guard members would have
qualified for key retirement and education benefits.

Men’s Health Month Begins:
June is Men’s Health Month, which raises awareness about health care for
men. The focus is on encouraging boys, men, and their families to
implement healthy living decisions, such as exercising and eating healthy.
This month, the Military Health System will highlight the importance of
recognizing preventable health problems, early detection, and treatment
of diseases among men and boys in the DOD community. Proper sleep,
physical activity, regular medical check-ups, and nutrition are key
components of preventive health and day-to-day wellness.

VA Expands Digital Capabilities of
Veterans Legacy Memorial:
The VA National Cemetery
Administration has enhanced
and expanded capabilities on
the Veterans Legacy Memorial
(VLM) website to allow for
family, friends, and visitors to
leave “tributes” or comments
on a veteran’s memorial page.
The VLM website is the
nation’s first digital platform
dedicated entirely to the
preservation of the memory of
the 3.7 million veterans
interred in VA national
cemeteries. “Online memorialization becomes more prominent these days,
allowing people to remotely honor the service and sacrifice of our
Veterans,” said VA Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs Randy Reeves.
“The increased capabilities of VLM are in place at a critical time to ensure
“No Veteran Ever Dies" by telling their stories to a larger audience through
an enhanced digital platform. In addition, VLM allows people to express
their appreciation and gratitude for the dedicated service of our Nation’s
heroes.”

Red Cross Partner Amazon Giving
$5 Gift Cards for Blood Donation:
The American Red Cross partner Amazon, is providing $5 Amazon gift
cards for anyone who donates blood, platelets, or AB Elite plasma from
June 1 – 30, 2020. The Red Cross strongly urges healthy, eligible
individuals who are feeling well to give blood or platelets to help maintain
a sufficient blood supply for those battling COVID-19, other infections,
and trauma victims. Please make an appointment to donate blood now by
using the Red Cross Blood Donor app, visiting RedCrossBlood.org, or
calling 1.800.RED.CROSS (1.800.733.2767).
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CARES Act Extends VA Home
Loan Pre-Foreclosure
Options:
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act, or
CARES Act, was signed into law to help Americans economically
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic avoid home foreclosure.
VA’s Loan Guaranty Service is focused on ensuring veterans and
their families facing temporary or more long-term difficulty
paying their monthly mortgage understand their options. If you
experience financial hardship caused directly or indirectly by
COVID-19, you should immediately contact your loan servicer
and explore options to avoid foreclosure on your VA home loan.

Legislation Introduced to
Expand Survivors’ Benefits:
Rep. TJ Cox (D-CA) introduced VFW-supported H.R. 6933, the
Caring for Survivors Act of 2020. This important legislation
would increase Dependency and Indemnity Compensation
(DIC) payments to an amount equal to 55 percent of the
permanent and total disability monthly compensation rate,
and would make survivors eligible for DIC after a veteran has
consistently held a permanent and total disability rating for
five years. This idea was put forth in the Independent Budget
Report, co- authored by the VFW, Disabled American
Veterans, and Paralyzed Veterans of America. The VFW
thanks Rep. Cox and all cosponsors for their efforts to
expand survivors’ benefits.

VFW Adds Comment to VA’s
Proposed Rule:
The VFW added comment to the Federal Regulation for the
Proposed Rule for the Program of Comprehensive Assistance for
Family Caregivers Improvements and Amendments under the
VA MISSION Act of 2018. The expanded population that can
take advantage of the caregiver program needs to receive
services now, not later. The most significant concern regarding
the proposed rule is the disregard for service-connected illness
and condensing the three-tier to a two-tier schedule. The VA
MISSION Act of 2018 outlines a timeframe that envisioned VA
starting the expansion in the summer 2019. Family members of
WWII, Korean War, and Vietnam War veterans should not have
to wait any longer to access training, respite care, and the
support services that the program offers.

VFW Pays Its Respects to the
Fallen During Memorial Day:
In recognition of Memorial Day, the VFW honors the legacy of the men
and women who served in our nation’s military and made the ultimate
sacrifice in defense
of freedom. While
many Americans
signal Memorial
Day as the start of
the summer, the
less than one
percent who have
donned the
uniform, and
military families
worldwide,
understand the true
meaning and
significance of this
sacred day.
“Comrades, many of
you have walked the hallowed grounds of our national veterans’
cemeteries solemnly laying eyes on the headstones of our soldiers,
sailors, airmen, Marines and Coast Guardsmen who honorably served
and placed the freedom of their nation before their very own safety,”
said VFW National Commander William “Doc” Schmitz. “We have lost
hundreds of thousands of men and women since the founding of our
nation in 1775, and unfortunately, as the global fight on terror
continues today, we will lose more protectors of freedom.” This
Memorial Day will be different considering the physical distancing and
stay-at-home orders issued across the nation because of the
unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic. While many Americans will be
unable to physically visit loved ones or traditionally gather to
memorialize their sacrifice, the VFW encourages the nation to make
this Memorial Day as significant as any other in our nation’s history.
“On this Memorial Day, like all others before, I’m asking all Americans
to spend this day solely on reflecting and remembering the service
men and women we have lost over the course of history,” said Schmitz.
“Today, and every day, we honor and salute every man and woman -and the remarkable families of these heroes -- who gave their lives for
our nation. Hence, Memorial Day will forever be a day that means
everything to the VFW because our warriors decided we meant
everything to them.”

3D Mammograms Will Be
Covered by TRICARE:
TRICARE is expanding its breast cancer screening coverage. Starting
May 29, 2020, TRICARE will cover Digital Breast Tomosynthesis —
known as 3D mammography or DBT —
under its provisional coverage program.
“We are extremely happy to see
TRICARE step up and ensure our
women veterans have access to the best
preventative breast cancer screening
measures,” said VFW National
Commander William “Doc” Schmitz.
“Breast cancer remains very challenging
to conquer but this is a major victory for
our women veterans in hopes of one day
defeating this deadly disease.” All
women over the age of 40 are eligible
for coverage. Annual coverage will also
be available to women 30 and older who are deemed a high risk for
developing breast cancer. TRICARE users are eligible for a
reimbursement if they received a 3D mammogram between Jan. 1,
2020, and May 29, 2020.

FOR MORE INFORMATION about specific legislation or VA benefits, contact VFW’s Washington Office at vfw@vfw.org. A member of VFW’s
National Veterans Service staff will respond as soon as possible.
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LOCAL NEWS FROM VFW POST 10818
VFW Post 10818 Remembers the Fallen
Members of the VFW Honor Guard payed respects to their fallen comrades on
Memorial Day. While a big program was not held, the Honor Guard still rendered
appropriate services to honor those who made the ultimate sacrifice. Commander Ron
Ramos gave a small speech about Memorial Day and Color Sgt, Todd Smrz, reminded
everyone to remember why we celebrate Memorial Day to speak the names of those we
lost so that they may never be forgotten. Thank you to our Honor Guard who came out
to continue our tradition.
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
✪ June 4 - Drill Team: Drill Practice at 6:30PM. This will be for ✪ September 3 - Drill Team: Drill Practice at 6:30PM. This will be
those in the Color Guard and Honor Guard.
for those in the Color Guard and Honor Guard.
✪ June 5 -6 - Park Art Fair: CANCELLED
✪ June 6 - June Bug Days Parade: CANCELLED

✪ September 10 - Finance Committee: Finance meeting starts at
6PM. The management meeting will begin shortly after the closing of the finance meeting. The management meeting will only
consist of the Post Officers unless invited by an Officer.

✪ June 10 - 13 - Wisconsin VFW State Convention: CAN✪ September 15 - Post & Auxiliary Meeting: Social hour begins
CELLED
at 6:00PM. Auxiliary meeting starts at 6:30PM. Post meeting
promptly begins at 7:00PM. Every month at our Post Meeting,
✪ June 11 - Finance Committee: Finance meeting starts at 6PM.
we have a drawing for some very neat prizes. Post meetings will
The management meeting will begin shortly after the closing of
take place in the downstairs of the New Richmond Civic Center,
the finance meeting. The management meeting will only consist
156 East First Street (across from the Fire Department).
of the Post Officers unless invited by an Officer. The meeting
will be held via Zoom app. The meeting ID is: 652 747 6036 The
✪ September 29 - National VFW 121st Birthday
password to enter the meeting is: 138678
✪ July 15 - 19 - St. Croix County Fair: CANCELLED

✪ October 1 - Drill Team: Drill Practice at 6:30PM. This will be
for those in the Color Guard and Honor Guard.

✪ June 16 - Post & Auxiliary Meeting: Social hour begins at
6:00PM. Post meeting promptly begins at 7:00PM. The meeting ✪ October 10 - VFW Meat Raffle: Meat Raffle held at Cedar
Creek Inn. Starts at 6:30PM. Chairperson: Mitch Cline 651-492will be conducted via Zoom app. The meeting ID is: 652 747
9634
6036 The password to enter the meeting is: 138678
✪ July 2 - Drill Team: Drill Practice at 6:30PM. This will be for ✪ October 15 - Finance Committee: Finance meeting starts at
6PM. The management meeting will begin shortly after the closthose in the Color Guard and Honor Guard.
ing of the finance meeting. The management meeting will only
consist of the Post Officers unless invited by an Officer.
✪ July 9 - 12 - New Richmond Fun Fest - CANCELLED
✪ October 20 - Post & Auxiliary Meeting: Social hour begins at
6:00PM. Auxiliary meeting starts at 6:30PM. Post meeting
promptly begins at 7:00PM. Every month at our Post Meeting,
July 16 - Finance Committee: Finance meeting starts at 6PM.
we have a drawing for some very neat prizes. Post meetings will
The management meeting will begin shortly after the closing of
take place in the downstairs of the New Richmond Civic Center,
the finance meeting. The management meeting will only consist
156 East First Street (across from the Fire Department).
of the Post Officers unless invited by an Officer.
✪ October 23 - 25 - Trip to the National Home for Children:
July 18 - 22 - National VFW Convention: CANCELLED
Wisconsin will be heading to the Annual Meeting at the National Home for Children as well as assisting with their Annual
Halloween Party.
July 21 - Post & Auxiliary Meeting: Social hour begins at
6:00PM. Auxiliary meeting starts at 6:30PM. Post meeting
promptly begins at 7:00PM. Every month at our Post Meeting, ✪ October 30 - VFW Post 10818 31st Birthday
we have a drawing for some very neat prizes. Post meetings will
take place in the downstairs of the New Richmond Civic Center, ✪ October 31 - PP/VOD/ToY Deadline: All entires for Patriots
156 East First Street (across from the Fire Department).
Pen, Teacher of the Year, and Voice of Democracy are due by
midnight.
August 6 - Drill Team: Drill Practice at 6:30PM. This will be for
those in the Color Guard and Honor Guard.
✪ November 5 - Drill Team: Drill Practice at 6:30PM. This will be
for those in the Color Guard and Honor Guard.
August 4 - National Night Out: 7PM at the New Richmond
Police Station, more info to follow
✪ November 12 - Finance Committee: Finance meeting starts at
6PM. The management meeting will begin shortly after the closing of the finance meeting. The management meeting will only
August 13 - Finance Committee: Finance meeting starts at
consist of the Post Officers unless invited by an Officer.
6PM. The management meeting will begin shortly after the closing of the finance meeting. The management meeting will only
consist of the Post Officers unless invited by an Officer.
✪ November 13 - VFW Meat Raffle: Meat Raffle held at Cedar
Creek Inn. Starts at 6:30PM. Chairperson: Mitch Cline 651-4929634
August 15 - VFW King Day

✪ July 12 - Fun Fest Parade - CANCELLED
✪

✪
✪

✪
✪
✪

✪

✪ August 18 - Post & Auxiliary Meeting: Social hour begins at ✪ November 17 - Post & Auxiliary Meeting: Social hour begins
at 6:00PM. Auxiliary meeting starts at 6:30PM. Post meeting
6:00PM. Auxiliary meeting starts at 6:30PM. Post meeting
promptly begins at 7:00PM. Every month at our Post Meeting,
promptly begins at 7:00PM. Every month at our Post Meeting,
we have a drawing for some very neat prizes. Post meetings will
we have a drawing for some very neat prizes. Post meetings will
take place in the downstairs of the New Richmond Civic Center,
take place in the downstairs of the New Richmond Civic Center,
156 East First Street (across from the Fire Department).
156 East First Street (across from the Fire Department).
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