OUR MISSION
TO FOSTER CAMARADERIE AMONG UNITED STATES VETERANS OF
OVERSEAS CONFLICTS. TO SERVE OUR VETERANS, THE MILITARY AND OUR
COMMUNITIES. TO ADVOCATE ON BEHALF OF ALL VETERANS.

OUR VISION

VFW Veterans Voice magazine is the official
publication of the VETERANS OF FOREIGN
WARS OF THE UNITED STATES POST 10818

ENSURE THAT VETERANS ARE RESPECTED FOR THEIR SERVICE, ALWAYS
RECEIVE THEIR EARNED ENTITLEMENTS, AND ARE RECOGNIZED FOR THE
SACRIFICES THEY AND THEIR LOVED ONES HAVE MADE ON BEHALF OF THIS
GREAT COUNTRY.
The VFW is a dynamic United States combat veterans organization that serves, advocates and
fosters camaraderie for ALL veterans, service members, their families and our community. The
VFW harnesses its recognized authority, experience and resources to deliver comprehensive
financial, educational, health and well-being programs and services at every stage of the
veteran’s military and civilian life.

OUR OFFICERS
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Greg Veldhouse Mel Zehm
651-271-2177 715-796-2915
Sr Vice Cmdr Judge Advocate
Jeff Rusinko Dave Green
651-600-7499 651-247-1801
Jr Vice Cmdr Surgeon
Brina Haglund Ben Anderson
612-499-0882 715-245-6281
Quartermaster Adjutant
Mitch Cline Ron Ramos
651-492-9634 715-928-3606

ADDRESS

Service Officer
Ben Anderson
715-245-6281

310 W N SHORE DRIVE
NEW RICHMOND, WI 54017

SUBMISSIONS

PHONE: 715-246-0226

Submissions for the VFW Veterans Voice may be
submitted online at: https://bit.ly/3jMPqcK no later
than the 25th of the month. If pictures are included,
please provide names of all in the photo.

EMAIL: ADMIN@VFWPOST10818.ORG

CONTACT THE COMMANDER

PUBLICATION AWARDS

You can contact the commander by email at:
commander@vfwpost10818.org or by cell phone at:
651-271-2177.

-1st Place 2019 Wisconsin VFW Publications Contest
-1st Place 2019 National VFW Publications Contest
-1st Place 2018 Wisconsin VFW Publications Contest
-3rd Place 2018 National VFW Publications Contest
-1st Place2017 Wisconsin VFW Publications Contest
-2nd Place2017 National VFW Publications Contest

VFW OBJECTIVES
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MONTHLY MEETINGS

To ensure national security
through maximum military strength.
To speed the rehabilitation
of the nation’s disabled and needy veterans.
To assist the widows and orphans
and the de pen dents of disabled and needy veterans.
To promote Americanism through education in
patriotism and constructive service to the communities
in which we live.

ADDRESS CHANGE
Whenever you move or have a change of address,
please drop us a line at 715.246.0226 or shoot us an
email at admin@vfwpost10818.org. Every time we get
a Post magazine returned by the U.S. Postal Service
because NO change of address was filed, the Post gets
charged for the return postage. If you would prefer to
receive your magazine by e-mail, let us know and we
can get you on our e-mail distribution list. Please help
us - we don’t want to waste money.

Every month our Post has a monthly membership meeting. This meeting is for YOU, our
members, to find out the latest and greatest of what your officers are doing, volunteer
opportunities, voice your concern about veterans issues, vote on new projects and ideas, and to
tell us what you want out of your membership and the VFW. Share your ideas on how to improve
your Post and get the most out of your membership. It is also a great opportunity to connect with
friends and meet other veterans with similar goals.
When: 3rd Tuesday of every month
Time: 6 PM - Social Hour 7 PM - Meeting starts
Location: New Richmond Civic Center - 156 East 1st St, New Richmond, WI 54017
(located in the downstairs of the Civic Center)

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.VFWPOST10818.ORG

NEED HELP? VETERANS CRISIS LINE: 1-800-273-8255

COMMAND POST

FROM THE COMMANDER

Hi, I'm Greg Veldhouse the new Post Commander. I grew up in Frederic,
Wisconsin and after graduation I joined the United States Marine Corps as a
rifleman in 1989. I served 4 years and during this time I was deployed to Somalia
in support of Operation Restore Hope and to the Persian Gulf for Operation
Southern Watch. I have been a Life Member of New Richmond VFW Post 10818
since 1994.
After traveling around for a number of years I recently returned to the area a
couple of years ago. I currently work as a Veteran's Service Representative with
the Department of Veterans Affairs and have been helping veterans since 2014. I
enjoy what I do and I hope in this new capacity as Commander I can serve the
veterans of St. Croix county and the communities in which they live in even more
ways.
COMMANDER
GREG VELDHOUSE

As everyone knows these have been trying times for all of us individually and as a
country. This is especially true at the post level where our opportunities to meet
and most fundraising activities have been cancelled due to Covid-19. The future is uncertain, but together
we will get through this. I look forward to a great year, meeting new people, and working with you all.

MEET THE SR. VICE COMMANDER
I’m Jeff Rusinko the new post Senior Vice. I transferred in last Fall after retiring from a large commercial
construction company and relocating with my wife to Hudson. I am a 25-year Navy vet with service in
patrol aviation and amphibious ships.
I’m looking forward to supporting our new Commander, Greg Veldhouse, and continuing the impressive
veteran service record our post has maintained for decades.
Finally, I promise to keep our VFW mission statement front and center in all of our plans and activities:
“To foster camaraderie among United States veterans of overseas conflicts. To serve our veterans, the
military and our communities. To advocate on behalf of all veterans”

Election Day; NOV 3rd

GET OUT AND VOTE!
Early voting is open now!
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MEL ZEHM

CHAPLAINS TALK
Happy November to our fellow VFW
members and their families! This month,
I would like to reflect on two very
important dates for our Post and other
Veterans nationwide. On the 11th hour of
November 11, 1918, the major hostilities
of World War 1 were officially ceased in
what was known as the signing of the
Armistice of Germany. A year later, on
November 11, 1919, President Woodrow
Wilson declared Armistice Day to be a
national holiday in his famous speech in
which he said, “To us in America the
reflections of Armistice Day will be filled
with solemn pride in the heroism of those
who died in the country's service, and
with gratitude for the victory, both
because of the thing from which it has
freed us and because of the opportunity it
has given America to show her sympathy
with peace and justice in the councils of
nations.” Armistice Day then became a
solemn assembly in which Americans
nationwide would engage in a 2-minute
silence in honor of our war heroes who
fought valiantly for our country. On
November 11, 1954, Armistice Day was
renamed as the national holiday, Veterans
Day, and from that moment forward our
nation has recognized the Veterans Day
holiday as a time of honor and giving
thanks to our brave and heroic Veterans.
Although I cannot think of a more
deserving people than our Veterans to be
honored and thanked for their sacrifice
and service to our country, Veterans tend
to be some of the most humble and
unassuming people I know who do not
actively seek praise or attention for their
service. Our time serving our nation has
brought many of us together in a
unification of brotherhood and sisterhood
that most would never fully comprehend
unless they have served in the American
Armed Forces, in which we can share fond
memories of this comradery as well as
memories of the pain and horrors of war
many of us would just as soon forget.

1621. Abraham Lincoln later established
Thanksgiving as a national holiday when
he declared, "Thanksgiving and Praise to
our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the
Heavens." From that moment on, our
nation has made the 4th Thursday of
November a special day of gathering and
feasting with family and offering thanks
to our Lord and Savior for all the
bountiful blessings He has given us. Over
the years, Thanksgiving has been a
valuable and memorable time for me to
come together with family and friends to
enjoy deer hunting together and feast on
the delicious dishes my mom lovingly put
together for us all. It is truly a day to be
thankful for!
As we enter yet another season of
Thankfulness, may we all take a moment
to count our blessings, lift up prayers, and
remember each other for our heroic
moments, heartaches, and sacrifices-“For it is all for your sake, so that as grace
extends to more and more people it may
increase thanksgiving, to the glory of
God.” (2 Corinthians 4:15). May we give
each other grace and honor as we pray for
each other, and we offer up our grief and
sadness over the aspects of our service
that has marked us and altered our lives.
May we likewise reflect on the gut
wrenching pain and sacrifice our Christ
made so that we could be set free and live
an eternal reward of a living Hope He
offers all of us when we accept His deep
and abiding love for all of His precious
children.

November 11, 2019 was our official 100th
Veteran holiday. This Veteran's Day, I
would like to take a moment to reflect on
the past 100 Years to be Thankful for our
living and fallen heroes of war. They
fought hard for the freedoms we continue
to partake in as a nation because of their
courage and sacrifice. Likewise, as we
celebrate yet another Thanksgiving
holiday, I would like to thank each and
everyone of you for being such a vital part
The month of November also marks
of our story as a nation. Know that you
another national holiday, Thanksgiving,
are loved by your generous and giving
in which president George Washington
Father and by so many at our post. May
declared a day of celebration of the
you feel treasured and honored this
harvest festival in remembrance of a
coming Veterans Day and experience a
gathering between European Colonist and blessed Thanksgiving friends!
the Wampanoag people on a fall day in
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100 YEARS TO BE THANKFUL!

VETERANS
& FA M I L I E S
IN NEED &
ON SICK
CALL
- John Heulling

If you would like a name
added or removed from the
list, please let me know.

Please remember
to pray for our
comrades & their
families & any we
may have missed.

MICH CLINE

CHAPLAIN
MEL ZEHM
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VFW AUXILIARY

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

2020. This has been … interesting.
I feel like we have been silenced as a group, not because
thinking about our projects, but because we are limited
do. I am hoping that as time passes our auxiliary will
back to being our busy selves.
In the meantime, I am looking for input. I would love to
thoughts about what direction you as members would
like to see our auxiliary go? What projects you want to
have resurrected and which ones you think (if any) we
should abandon? What NEW projects should we
undertake?

we haven’t been
in what we can
once again get
hear

your

PRESIDENT
JEN DONAGHUE

UNWAVERING SUPPORT
FOR UNCOMMON
HEROES

We are in need of new members. If we’re going to continue on the scale we’ve
been on, we need more members to achieve our goals. Volunteering is the
center of all that we do.
Those eligible are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Husband/Wife
Widower/Widow
Father/Mother
Grandfathers/Grandmothers
Sons/Daughters
Grandsons/Granddaughters
Brothers/Sister

Please encourage your friends and family to check us out!
The world around us is changing. We have changed and we will continue to
change as the veteran and community needs change. If you know of a veteran
or veteran family in need, please give them our information and we will see
what we can do. No one should have to feel alone.
November 1st Daylight Savings time change. Also change the batteries in
your smoke detectors, CO2 detectors and throw a winter safety kit into the
trunk of your vehicle.
November 3rd is the Election. Vote!
November 11th is Veterans Day. Visiting is not allowed, but we can let them
know we are thinking of them. Send a Thank You card to a veteran.
Prayers and Wishes of Safety to everyone! As usual, if you want to contact me:
Jen Donaghue 715-222-9868 or jendonaghue@gmail.com
WISCONSIN VFW AUXILIARY INFORMATION
NATIONAL PRESIDENT VISIT: National President Sandi Onstwedder is
coming to visit Wisconsin from May 19 through May 21, 2021. Watch the
auxiliary state website for further updates about her visit.
MID-WINTER CONFERENCE: February 5-6, 2021. Holiday Inn 4601 Calumet
Ave. Manitowoc, WI. Watch the auxiliary state website for further updates.

CONTACT US
You can contact us by email at:
auxiliaryvfw10818@gmail.com

WHAT IS THE VFW AUXILIARY?
Established 1914, members of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
States Auxiliary set out to serve the
veterans of this country and our
communities in honor of the sacrifices and
commitment of every man and woman
who has served in uniform.
Through our National Programs, we assist
the VFW pass or block legislation that
impacts veterans and their families,
provide nearly a million volunteer hours
in the VA medical system, conduct
patriotic programs with thousands of
students and offer hundreds of thousands
of dollars in scholarships for our nation’s
youth.

MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Every month our Auxiliary holds a
monthly membership meeting to inform
our members what is going on with their
Auxiliary. This is your time to vote on
projects and make this Auxiliary your
own.
When: 3rd Tuesday of every month
Time: 6:30 PM
Location: New Richmond Civic Center
156 East 1st St
New Richmond, WI 54017
(located in the downstairs of the Civic
Center)
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VETERANS LEGISLATURE AND NATIONAL NEWS

The VFW Podcast Debuts:

Calling All Middle and High
School Students:

KANSAS CITY, Mo. – The Veterans of Foreign Wars
began its next journey of communicating with veterans,
service members and military families through The
VFW Podcast, its newest communication platform KANSAS CITY, Mo. – For students looking for scholarships
today.
to help lessen the financial burden college brings, it’s not too
The VFW Podcast is the official podcast of the VFW, the late to participate in the annual Veterans of Foreign Wars
oldest
combat (VFW) Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen essay
veterans service competitions.
organization
advocating for and
serving
our
veterans, service
members
and
military families
worldwide.
“The
VFW
Podcast
will
feature one-of-a-kind perspectives and insightful
conversations
concerning
veteran
legislation,
educational and financial assistance programs,
national veterans’ services, and critical initiatives from
my lens,” said VFW National Commander Harold “Hal”
Roesch II.

Open to eligible high school students, the Voice of
Democracy program is one of the top patriotic audio essay
competitions in the nation, with more than $2.1 million in
educational scholarships and incentives up for grabs, and a
first place prize of $30,000. More than 64,400 students
participate in the competition each year. This year’s theme
challenges students to answer the question, “Is This the
Country the Founders Envisioned?”

The VFW Podcast will be available the first Wednesday
of each month for the remainder of 2020 and will be
found on all major platforms to include Apple
Podcasts, Google Play, Spotify, Deezer, Stitcher,
Pandora and here at the VFW website. Beginning in
2021, The VFW Podcast will air the first and third
Wednesday of the month.
“We are excited about the potential of The VFW
Podcast and look forward to engaging our veterans,
service members and families in a new way,” said
podcast host and VFW Director of Communications
Terrence Hayes. “Our hope is that it allows for a new
conversation – one that will carry over to social media
and can deliver the information and resources our
veterans require. The VFW is in the midst of a paradigm
shift and I am very excited to be part of this
transformational change within our organization.”

Open to eligible sixth through eighth grade students, more
than 165,400 students compete in the Patriot’s Pen essay
competition each year to win their slice of more than $1.4
million in state and national awards. The top individual VFW
Department (state) winners are vying for the first place prize
of $5,000. This year’s Patriot’s Pen theme asks “What is
Patriotism to Me?”

The VFW Podcast guest list will consist of Check with your local Post for submission deadlines. For
congressional leadership, Departments of Defense and more information on the VFW’s youth essay competitions
Veterans Affairs senior officials, VFW national leaders and how to enter, visit vfw.org/YouthScholarships.
and everyday veterans doing amazing work in their
communities.
FOR MORE INFORMATION about specific legislation or VA benefits, contact VFW’s Washington Office at vfw@vfw.org. A member of VFW’s
National Veterans Service staff will respond as soon as possible.
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LOCAL NEWS FROM VFW POST 10818
2020 Fall Candidate Forum:
The 2020 Fall Candidate Forum was held on
September 24th. This Forum was for State
Senate District 10 which featured Patty
Schachtner, incumbent and Democrat; and
her opponent Rob Stafsholt, Republican.
Following the State Senate Forum, the
Representative to the Assembly District 29
Forum took place. John Rocco Calabrese,
Democrat was present to answer questions.
His opponent, Clint Moses, Republican, was
not present. Co-sponsors of this event were
the Auxiliary to the VFW Post 10818 New
Richmond St. Croix County and the
Auxiliary to the American Legion ButlerHarmon Post 80 of New Richmond.
Planning for this event was started in April,
and just when it looked as if everything was
falling into place, Covid-19 came into the
picture, and put a hold on our plans. Due to
the Covid restrictions in place, a temporary
halt was put to the planning with no date on
when we might resume. About 2-1/2 weeks
prior to the event, plans were resumed in a different location with Covid restrictions on the number of
people allowed. Since a live Candidate Forum was out of the question, the Forum was videotaped and is
expected to be shown on Northwest Communications Public Access Channel in first part of October and
made available for viewing on internet social media.
Many thanks go out to the following people:
•

The Event Co-sponsors,

•

Tom Lindfors who has been moderator for the
Candidate Forum for 5 years,

•

Scottie Ard, videographer,

•

Alex Birkholz, technical advisor,

•

Wanda Viellieux, Event coordinator

•

Edna Early, Wanda’s assistant

•

Champs Bar & Grill, for allowing use of the
Greaton Room to videotape the Candidate
Forums, and

•

the candidates who participated in the Forums.

Written by Wanda Viellieux
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LOCAL NEWS FROM VFW POST 10818

Community Service Project:
With the assistance of Dave Green, Commander Greg
Veldhouse was able to make contact with Noah
Wiedenfeld and Dave Mehls from the City of New
Richmond and get a community service project started.
On September 19th, over 20 volunteers gathered at the
post and proceeded to Hatfield Park. Over the next 4
hours VFW members were able to paint numerous
picnic tables, the concession stand, trim around the
dugouts and other structures. We did run into a problem
of supplies provided by the city being locked up inside
the park building, but thanks to the ingenuity of post
members, who will remain nameless, a workaround was
found.
Meanwhile, members of Boy Scout Troop 9069, Girl
Scout Troop 7069, and their parents managed to clear

an enormous amount of brush and debris from along the
shoreline of the lake as well as remove all the weeds and
thistle from inside the children's playground area. Other
scouts went to Citizens Field and painted both the dugouts.
At the end of the 4 hours everyone was getting pretty
hungry so we went to Mary's Park where the VFW Auxiliary

was gracious enough to provide a meal of sloppy Joes
and hot dogs and many great homemade deserts.
A sincere thank you goes out to everyone who helped
make this happen and for all those who participated. We
all had a great time and look forward to doing this again
in the future.
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LOCAL NEWS FROM VFW POST 10818
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LOCAL NEWS FROM VFW POST 10818
Eagle Scout Awarded:
On September 27, Commander Greg Veldhouse and Color Guard
Commander Todd Smrz, had the honor and privilege of being invited to the
Eagle Scout ceremony for Sam LaPean of Boy Scout Troop 9069. He can be
seen in the photo with his proud parents, father Ted LaPean who is the leader
of Boy Scout Troop 9069, and his mother Jessica. His aunt, Jen Donahue,
also happens to be the current leader of our posts auxiliary.
Sam joined the Boy Scouts in 2009 when he was in first grade and after a lot
of hard work earned his Eagle in November 2019. During those 10 years Sam
earned 40 merit badges, 3 palms, became a Member of Order of the Arrow,
and was Grey Wolf leader trained. Sam plans on continuing to work with the
Boy Scouts and helping others reach the level of Eagle. For his Eagle project
Sam refurbished Saratoga Park in Star Prairie, Wisconsin and did an
excellent job. We highly
recommend everyone
going
there
and
checking out the walking
trails.
Prior to this event we
provided Boy Scout
Troop 9069 with a 3 x 5
American Flag which
was immediately put to
use during the Eagle
Ceremony. On behalf of
VFW Post 10818 we would like to once again congratulate Sam on
a job well done and to his parents for their hard work and sacrifice
in helping Sam accomplish this goal.

The Gathering Games Event:
On September 26th,, The Gathering Games store in New Richmond had an event to celebrate the Renaissance Festival.
The regular festival was canceled this year so they decided to have their own version of it at the store.
We volunteered to cook food for them to ensure food was available at the festival. We
cooked a basic fair of hot dogs and brats with chip and a soda. We were located in back of
the store. Quartermaster Mitch Cline, Adjutant Theresa Veldhoue and her daughter Sierra,
Ron Ramos, and Dave Sharretts helped cook and serve.
The weather was gray and cool and threatened rain. That
didn’t stop the people from coming to the store. Some
were dressed in Renaissance costumes. Several people
not attending the event who were passing thru the alley
stopped in to purchase food. It was a good time talking to
the people. The store owner (which I didn’t get their
names, sorry) were really great. They donated money to
the post and bought the last of the dogs and brats we had
cooked. They asked us if we would be available next year
and we responded yes. We started to clean up and then it
began to rain.
All in all, it was a good event. We got a little more
exposure, helped a local business and made a few dollars
to support post activities. It is definitely worth doing again.
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
✪ November 5 - Drill Team: Drill Practice at 6:30PM. This will be for those in the Color Guard and Honor Guard.
✪ November 7 - District Conference: VFW District 9 Fall Meeting; Time: Nov 7, 2020, 08:30 AM Central Time. To join, use the following log in information: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84331235542?pwd=YUNEcXk5d3pINUptM0VUZFd4ZStTUT09 You can also go to
Zoom.us and join the meeting using the meeting ID and passcode. Meeting ID: 843 3123 5542 Passcode: 812034
✪ November 12 - Finance Committee: Finance meeting starts at 6PM. The management meeting will begin shortly after the closing
of the finance meeting. The management meeting will only consist of the Post Officers unless invited by an Officer.
✪ November 13 - VFW Meat Raffle: Meat Raffle held at Cedar Creek Inn. Starts at 6:30PM. Chairperson: Mitch Cline 651-492-9634
✪ November 17 - Post & Auxiliary Meeting: Social hour begins at 6:00PM. Auxiliary meeting starts at 6:30PM. Post meeting promptly
begins at 7:00PM. Every month at our Post Meeting, we have a drawing for some very neat prizes. Post meetings will take place in the
downstairs of the New Richmond Civic Center, 156 East First Street (across from the Fire Department).
✪ December 7- Pearl Harbor Day
✪ December - Christmas Party: In December we will hold a Welcome Home/Christmas party for the 128th Infantry at Gibbby’s Lanes.
Day and time TBD

REMEMBER
TO VOTE
NOVEMBER
3RD
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Looking for other ways to donate and support the VFW? Have a vehicle that is just taking up
space in your driveway?
The VFW Car Donation program allows you to donate your vehicle to assist in supporting
local veterans, service members, and their families! All proceeds from these vehicles go
ONLY to our VFW Unmet Needs Program. The Unmet Needs Program helps provide a onetime grant to service members and veterans in financial hardships. We’ve assisted veterans
in St. Croix County with over $12,000 since its inception.
It’s easy to donate your salvaged or running vehicle. Call us and schedule a free pickup. Your
donation also qualifies for a tax deduction for charitable organizations.
Please contact us for more information!
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